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From the (Buffalo) Gospel Advocate. 


CHRIST’S COMING TO JUDGMENT. 
A Lecture on 2 Thes. i. 6—10, delivered at Rochester, 
NM. ¥. November 24, 1823, by the 
Rev. J. S. Thompson. 





&:xcr I have begun to labor in the vineyard of my 
Lord, as a minister of the Everlasting Gospel, the sub- 
ject of this Lecture has frequently been alleged by my 
opponents, as an unequivocal demonstration of human 
woe in a future mode of existence ; and an insur- 
mountable obstacle to the progress of the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation. A variety of circumstances has 
called the attention of the public to this passage of 
ecripture, as a dernier resort of the opposers of Univer- 
salism ; and it has been selected seven times by differ- 
ent clergymen, in the vicinity of this populous and 
growing village, in their attempts to overthrow or es- 
tablish the ARRAHAMIC FarruH. I have therefore un- 
dertaken to show, that this portion of sacred scrinture 
relates to the severe chastisements of God, inflicted on 
the Jews for rejecting our Lord and persecuting his 
followers; and that it has no allusion whatever to the 
destiny of men in another and unseen world. The 
discussion of this contested and alarming’ passage shall 
be conducted according to the following arrangemect. 

1. I shall endeavor to render the translation more 
correct and agreeable to the original Greek. 


s, 


phrase, cast info Gehennah. Mat. x, 28. Luke xii. 5. 
If the wicked be annihilated on account of their ini- 
quity, how can the reward be according to works ?— 
But the uniform language of scripture declares both 
the righteous and the wicked shall be recompensed 
for their deeds; and men shall be béaten with many 
or few stripes in proportion as they have been more or 
less vicious in their moral conduct. If the phrase fo 
be no more, Ps. civ. 5, Lam. v.77, which in several lan- 
guages implies to die, mean utter and perpetual extinc- 
tion of being, then Enoch, Joseph and Daniel must 
have been annihilated. Gen. v. 245 xlii. 13, and Ps. 
xxxix. 13. Ifthe second death, which Whitby on my 
text shows from the targums of Onkelos, Uziel, and 
Jerusalem to be a proverbial expression denoting the 
correction of the impious, mean annibilation, then 
those who are cast into the lake of fire cannot be tor- 
mented day and night ; nor can the wrath of God abide 
on unbelievers. Rev. xiv. 11, John iii, 36. But Isra- 
¢l who destroyed himself, Hos. xiii. 9; the son of per- 
dition, 2 Thes. ii. 3, the wicked whom the Lord will 
destroy, 2 Thes. i. 8, who shall be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction, 2 Thes. i. 9, and will utterly per- 
ish, Deut. iv. 26, Josh. xxiii. 16, and Deut. xxx. 18, 
was no other, in the opinion of Lightfoot, Le Clerc, 
Hammond, and other able commentators, than the 
Jewish nation, which as a body politic and ecclesias- 
tical was destroyed or dispersed forever. Notwith- 
standing if ever the design of God iu. creating intelli- 


2. I speak of the time, manner, signs, and end of} gent beings, the objects of Christ’s mediatorial king- 


Christ’s coming. 

1. The Greek preposition meta signifies in company ; 
co-operation in the same design ; adherence to the same 
party. The original meaning of the word appears to 
have been a conductor whom others accompany.— 
Hence the phrase, thlebomenois meth hemon, may be 
rendered our fellow-sufferers ; and meth angelon, co- 
operating with his messengers, or conducting his mes- 
sengers as a leader or captain. Aecordingly the sey- 
enth verse will read, ‘* rest to you our fellow-sufferers 


at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven co-op-! 


dom, or the covenant and promises of God, be accom- 





plished, the soul-chilling doctrines of annihilation and 
endless misery will then be demonstrated cqually false 
and delusive. Let the believers of destruction reflect 
on the character of that God who, though he bring to 
destruction the sons of men, yet saith to them return 
again, Ps. xc. 3; and who declares that not one grain 
of that Israel whom he destroyed, should perish, Amos 
ix. 9; and then let them say whether God shall deliv- 





er from destruction agreeably to Ps. cvii. 20? If the 
above criticism be correct, my text will read thus, 


erating with his mighty messengers,” i. e. conducting | ‘* seeing it is righteous with God to recompense tribu- 


the Roman army to inflict the long predicted woes on | 
The phrase dikentiein, | fellow sufferers, at the revelation of the Lord Jesus 


the Jewish people and nation. 


in the ninth verse, answers to the penas dare of Virgil, | 


lation to them who trouble you, but rest to you our 


from heaven, as a flame of fire, co-operating with his 


once, Ephes. ii. 7, by the word age, signifies a cor 

cealed or unknown period of time, whose duration like 
the terms atom and age, can only be measured by the 
subject to which it is applied. The Hebrew slave 
who stipulated to serve his master, od olam, sept. ¢ ¢ 
aiona, English for ever, Ex. xxi. 6, Deut. xv. 17, did 
not thereby agree to serve for any definite period o: 
time ; for the duration of his servitude entirely de- 
pended on the following circumstances. 1. His owv 
death. 2. The death of his master. 3. The return 
of the jubilee. Whichever of these occurred first, dis- 
solved the agreement, and effected the termination o! 
that indefinite period indicated by the phrase od olevA, 
eis atona, forever. Accordingly the same phrase ar 
translated forerer, all the days of his life, as long as he 
liveth, 1 Sam. i. 11, 22, 28. Hence we see the He- 
brew od olam, the Greek eis aiona, and the English 
forever, or everlasting expressive of the duration of the 
Hebrew’s servitude, or Samuel's life might have indi- 
cated the period of one week,three days, as in Jonah ii. 
6,or one year,but could not exceed the time of 48 years; 
| forevery 49th year brought again the return of jubilee. 
How despicable then must those doughty champions of 
orthodoxy and advocates of endless misery, appear to 
intelligent readers or hearers, when they urge the ar- 
gument for eternal misery from the term aron, as im- 
plying eternal duration ;—whilst the very highest clas- 
sical authority limits the term to the length of human 
life. Isocrates and Zenophen say, ton aiona diagein, 
to pass the time of life. Teleutesat ton aiona, in Herc- 
dotus and Sophocles signifies, to end life, or die. Ho- 
mer uses aion frequently as the syuonime of zoe, life, 
I. iv. 478, Il. v. 685, and Hl, xvi. 458. And sometimes 
for the period of a short life lost in battle. Ho nun 
aion, in the scriptures, always signifies the present 
life. See Whitby on FEphes. ii. 2; 2 Tim. iv. 10; 
Mark x. 30. Surely if the word aion imply eternal 
duration,Christ and his apostles must have been very 
ignoran of its meaning; for he tells them, the har- 
vest, or founding of the christian church, is the end of 
the aion. Mat. xiii. 99. Lolam with you till the 
end of the aion. Mat. xxviii. 20. And they ask him 
what shall be the signs of the end of the world (aion,) 
Mat. xxiv. 3. Moreover the writers of the New Tes- 
tament speak of a time before the atons began. 1 Cor. 





and signifies to pay justice, atone, expiate or suffer.-' powerful messengers (the Roman army) administering | ii. 7, The begimning of the aions, Ephes. iii. 9; Col. 


This is the constant and I may add the almost invaria- justice to those who neither honor God nor obey the i. 26; of the end of the aions, 


Heb. ix. 26; of atons 


ble meaning of the above phrases in the best Latin and | gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall suffer aion- | Past and aions to come, Col. i. 26; Ephes. ii. 7; of a 


Creek classics. The ninth verse ought therefore to‘ 
read, ‘* who shall suffer, ole/hron aionion, aionion loss | 


ion. loss (being excluded ‘till the fullness of the Gen- 
tiles come) from the presence of the Lord and the glo- 


from the presence of the Lord, and the glory of his ma- | ry of his majesty.” 


jesty.” Isa. ii. 19, 21. The term, olethron, translat- 


ed destruction has induced many to adopt the unmer- | lasting, some explanation may be necessary. 
ciful and unscriptucal notion of the annihilation of the | 

} . . “_* Bes | ' 
wicked. But this fanciful opinion must have originat- | 


ed from inattention to the scriptural and classical use 
of the term as well as to the doctrine of the everlasting 
gospel. Ollumi, in Greek, pereo in Latin, perdre in 
French, and perish in English, are terms frequently : 
used to express apprehensiou of some impending dan- 
ger. Olethron derived from ollum:, may therefore be 
correctly translated loss. Moreover what Paul calls 
tribulation in the 6th verse is denominated destruction, 
inthe ninth. Where Luke uses the word apolesaz to 
destroy, Matthew employs the term basanisaz, to tor- 
ment. ‘Though both the evangelists intended to com- | 
municate the same idea. Luke iv. 34. Mat. viii. 29. 
When Matthew speaks of destroying both soul and body 
tn Gehennah, Luke expresses the sawe ideas by the 


‘thousand years, as the sense may require. 


As I have adopted the term atonion instead of ever- 
It is de- 
rived from the noun aiorn, which, Phavorjnus says, sig- 
nifies he coe kai ho bios, life, or eo metron tes anthropi- 
nes zoes, the measure or length of human life. The 


word age is the most appropriate in the English lan- 


guage to express the signification of the Greek aion.— 
Thus we speak of the age ofa child, the age of a man, 
the Antediluvian age, the Patriarchial age, the Chris- 
tian age, and the age of the world. Inali these exam- 
ples, we find the term age varied, and the extent of 
its duration known only by the qualifyivg words or 


phrases with which it is connected; for by the above 


examples the word age may indefinitely denote a per- 
iod of one year, fifty years, two thousand years, or five 
The He- 


brew olam translated aion in the septuagint, and cor-' 


‘rectly rendered into Fuglish by our transiators only 


, period which shall last through the aion of aions, Eph. 
' iii, 21; of atime after the afons shall be ended, aud 
of a period hyperbolically exceeding wonian, 2 Cor. iv. 
17; and lastly of the formation, or constitution of the 
aions, Heb. i. 2. Do our doctors know these things ? 
If not, are they not shamefully ignorant? * If they do, 
ought not their efforts to impose on the credulous in- 
duce us to beware of them in time tocome? Felix 
quem aliena periculo cautum. 


Having ascertained the import of the word aionr, 
nothing more is needful than only to mention that 
aionios is derived from aion exactly as the word year- 
ly from year, or daily from day ; and as aion can nev- 
er imply infinite duration, the aiovion loss or Aestruc- 
tion must be temporary. This view of the subject eu- 
tirely excludes the doctrine of annihilation as well as 








that of endless misery ; and at once pronounces the 
reign of evil or loss to be limited, and followed by 








blissful succession of age, producing streams of pure 





perenial felicity lasting and perpetual as the existence 
of Deity, and universal as the whole number of inte- 
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the aionion loss mentioned in my text, is the aionion 
correction, (ad the word implies, Mat. xxv. 46, I. John, 
iv. 18, see Petit Pierre, on the Divine Goodness, ) 
whose duration and termination is distinctly fixed by 
the apostle to the time of the fulness of the gentiles. 


(Rom. xi. 23.) Then will the aions terminate. (pu. | 


i. 10.) And all Israel will be saved iu the Lord with 
an everlasting salvation ! . 

2, I shall now proceed to consider the time,mauner, 
signs, and end of Christ’s coming. 

1. The lime. The coming of Christ, called by 
Paul Parousia tou Kuriou.. 2d Thess, ii. 1, is by the 
the learned Dr. Hammond, referred to his coming to 
destroy the Jewish nation and worship. To this pe- 
riod, says Dr. Whitby, the apostle James most certain- 
‘'y alludes where he exhorts the brethren to be patient 
till the coming of the Lord; adding this parousia, or 
coming of the Lord is at hand, and the judge standeth 
hefore the door. (Ja:mes v. 7—9.) This is the coming 
+ the Son, so often mentioned in the prophesies, con- 
cerning the destruction of Jerusalem, and the disper- 
sion of the Jewish nation. (Mat. xxiv. 27, 37, 39.)— 
‘this appearance of the Son of Man was immediately 
to follow the tribulation of the Jews, occasioned by 
tLe imvasion of the Roman army. * Immediately after 
the tribulation of those days, shall appear the sign of 
the Son in heaven—and they shall sce the Son of Man 
coming in the clouds of heaven, with power and great 
zlory.”? (Mat. xxiv, 29, 30.) ‘+ For there shall be great 
distress in the land, and wrath apon this people—and 
they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and be led 
away captive into all nations, and Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles; then shall they see 
the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory.” (Luke xxi. 23, 27.) The time of Christ’s 
coming was so distinctly fixed, that none could possi- 
bly mistake. ‘* There be some of you standing bere,” 
said our Lord to his disciples, ** who shall not taste 
death till ye see the Son of Man come in lis kingdom.”” 
(Mat. xvi. 28—Mark ix. 1—Luke ix. 27.) ** When 
they persecute you in one city, flee ye into another, 

por verily I say uato you, x& shail not have gone over 
the cities of Israel, till the Son of Man be come.— 
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7. 
arerg te thax! Christ coming to dg yb 
us pity thea??? For either thé scfiptures are a forge- 
ry, or these teachers of the law know not what they 
i say, nor whereof they affitm !! 

Some may object to the time I haye fixed for the 
‘coming of Christ, from the language. of the apostle in 
the next chapter, where he cautions the Thessaloni- 
ans not t be troabled by his word or letter concerning 
the coming of Carist, which might have excited a- 
larm ; for previously to that évéent there would come 












the corruptions of the Romish chtirch, and consequent- 
ly those who have been educated under the influence 


But how is it possible on the common theory to ac- 
count for the general alarm occasioned by the first 
epistle ? It is evident from 2d Thess. ii. 1, That the 
‘Thessalonians understood the apostie as speaking of 
an event altogéther at hand, in the first epistle, chap. 
ii. 19—chap. iii. 13—chap. iv. 15, and chap. ¥. 23.—, 


epistle thus——** [ beseech, you brethren, that ye be 
not troubled concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Our translators have unwarrantably and ig- 
norantly rendered huper tes parowisas, by the coming, 
without one single instance of classical! authority. On 
the contrary, I have rendered it concerning, or on ac- 
count of, which is the true and proper meaning of the 
term huper. The latin super is evidently derived 
from the Greek Auper, and retains its signification in 
the foliowing phrase, super Heclore multa, asking ma- 
ny things concerning Hector. One principal cause of the 
second epistle was undoubtedly to remove the appre- 
hensions excited by the first. Notwithstanding the 
apostle says nothing in the second to induce them to 
believe that any considerable time should elapse be- 
fore the coming of Christ. On the contrary, he tells 
them, chap. ii. 6, 7—‘* The mystery of iniquity doth 
already work”? ; and appeals to their own knowledce 
of the cause of delay in Christ’s coming ; and informs 
them that as soon as he who now liveth (in all proba- 
bility Claudius the emperor) shall be taken away by 








Mat. x. 23. ** This generation shall not pass till all | 


these things be fulfilled.””, Mat. xxiv, $4—Mark xiii, 


30,—Luke xxi. 32. This prediction was verified in| army. ‘This is the grand civil anos: 
John, and explains our Lord’s meaning. John xxi. 2v. | 7 to 
“ Ifhe tarry till Icome, what is that to thee?” Indeed | was a civil rebellion, 
the language of Christ could not be more definite and | 


determinate than it was in reply to the high priest's 
adjuration. Mat. xxvi. 64. ** Haparti, presently. af- 
ter a sbort time, ye shall see the Son of man com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven.” Accurdingly both 
Christ and his apostles warn their auditors to watch, 
and be prepared for that event, seeing it might both 
be sudden and unexpected. ‘* Be ye also ready for 


in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man com- 
eth.”? Matt. xxiv. 44, Paul exhorts the Phillippians to 


moderation, and adds asa reason, “ the Lord is at 
hand.” Phil. iv. 5. He adviseth the Thessalonians 
‘* not to sleep as others, but to watch and be sober” ; 
and appeals to their own knowledge of the certainty of 
Christ’s coming as an argument for vigilance. ‘*Your- 
selves know perfectly that the day of the Lord cometh | 
asathiefin the night. But ye are not in darkness that 


- that day should overtake you asa thief.” I.'Thess. vy. 2, 


v.6. Im like mauner Peter admouishes all to whom his 
epistle might come, to be sober, and watch unto 
prayer, because the end of all thiags was at, hand,and | 
Christ was ready to judge both the quick and the 
dead. 1. Reteriv. 5,7. Behold I come quickly, says 
Jesus, he that is unjust, let him be unjust still. Seal 
not the prophesies of this book, for the time is at hand. 
Key, xxi. 10, 12. What shall we say of those preach- 
ors who, seventeen hundred and fifty years after these 
yredivlions have been fulfilled, still persuade their 
° 


.22. ‘Except those days should be shortened, no flesh 


death, then shall the wicked be revealed, then shail 


the Jews make defection from the Roman government, 


which shall occasion their destruction by the Roman 


“€y Waich produced 
That this apostacy 
Mr. Le Clerc on Hiammond, has 
abundantly shown ; the term ay 


| postacy is frequently 
used in scripture ina political sense. Jerusalem is 


called three times in one chapter, Polis apostasis, the 
apostate city. Ez. iv. 12, 15, 19. Whitby seams aie 
Le Clerc, but believes the apostacy also implied a 
religious defection. There can be no doubt but that 


the great apostacy of the Jews from christianity before 
Christ’s coming, hastened their destruction. This 


much appears from the words of Christ. Matt. xxiy 


their overthrow and dispersion. 


should be saved ; but for the elect’s sake, those days 
shall be ‘hortened.”? Their religious apostacy arose 
from their attachment to the law of Moses ; secondly. 
from their expectations of a temporal Messiah; anc 
thirdly, from their severe sufferings by persecution. — 
‘To this apostacy the apostles refer in awful lancuage. 
Matt. xviii. 7, 8, 9—Neb. vi. 6,8. It became ay 
ceedingly great, not only in Judea and Palestine, but 
also in Asia, and all places where the Jews had re- 
ceived the gospel, 2d ‘Tim. i. 15. This failing away 
was distinctly foretold by our Lord, Mat. xxiv. 11, 12, 
as an event which should precede the destruction o. 
Jerusaiem. No inference therefore can be drawn from 
this epistle to dissolve the connection between this 
apostacy and Christ’s coming. Therefore the coming 
of Christ meutioned by Paul must be the appearance 
of the Sou of man to destroy the Jewish polity aud 
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The apostle begins the second chapter of the secoud | 
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‘ ep H 7, Raptr: 
| Idiscerned among the Youths a young man void of 


undersianding..°—Vroy. vii. 7. 


\ 
| What a melancholy spectacle does a youth in the 
morning of life, present to the eyes of thé world, when 
he is void of understanding. To seea young man jp 


‘the enjoyment of health, who has friends that are anx. 


apostasia, a falling away ; and the man of sin be re- | jous for his welfare, who do every thing in their power 
vealed, the son of perdition. This grand apostacy has to promote his happiness and prosperity’; to see one 
generally been applied by protestant commentators, to| who has tender parents who have guarded his tg 


tile hours, and reared him up to manhood, instructed 


‘hima in the way that leads to life and happiness ;—to 
of tradition may be inclined to object to any sentiment | see such a one, in the face of al! counsel and instruc. 
inconsistent with the prejudices of their education.— ‘tion, pursue the paths of vice, that must lead, if per 


sisted in, to destruction and misery, is melancholy jn- 
deed. My young friends, who may read these lines, 
are we among the number of those who are void of un- 
derstanding? If we are, it is time for us to pause, and 
reflect. The fate of others who have pursued the paths 
of vice and folly, ought to warn us what our end will 
be if we pursue the same steps. There are those call- 
ed preachers of the gospel who tell us that sin is pleas- 
ant and that the ways of righteousness are hard !~~— 
My beloved friends, believe them not. They reverse 
the declarations of scripture, ‘‘ the way of transgres- 
sors is hard,” ‘* the work of righteousness is peace; 
and the effect of it, is quietness and assurance for- 
ever.”’> Which of these shall we believe? the man 
who declares in the face of reason and scripture, that 
sin is pleasant, or the word of Almighty God, spok- 
en by his prophets? The experience of every day 
evinces the truth of the divine oracles. Ask the 
man who has destroyed his health, forfeited his reputa- 
tion: him who has wasted his substance at the gamb- 
ling table, or in the abodes of lewdness and debauche- 
ry ;—the miserable victim of these vices will tell you, 
that he was enticed by folly. She said to him, * Stol- 
en waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleas- 
ant; but by sad experience, he has found, * that 
the dead are there; and that her guests are in the 
depths of hell.” What can exceed the anguish of the 
man, who, void of understanding, has, by his crimes, 
drawn down destruction on himself? In his lonely 
prison, conscience will harrow him up to despair ;_ his 
broken-hearted wife, his beggared children, his aged 
parents, whose grey hairs he has brought down with 
sorrow to the grave, these all appear in array against 
him. ‘Unhappy man! had you turned a deaf ear to 
the voice of folly, you might have escaped the misery 
you now feel. he biandishments of vice allured you 
to destruction. Like the young man whom the mon- 
arch of Israel espied from his window, you have plung- 
ed into vice,as the ox gocth to the slaughter,as a fool to 
the correction of the stocks; now it biteth as a serpent 
and stingeth like an adder. My friends, may the melan- 
choly spectacle presented to our view in the text keep 
from the paths that lead to destruction. May we incline 
our ears to the voice of instruction, and ‘+ forsake the 
foolish and live.” ‘Then we shall have peace and se- 
renity of ind ; that peace which the world can neith- 
er give nor take away. We all, in some instances, 
have been void of understanding. _ Like our first par 
ents, in the garden of Eden, the guilt of sin has ap- 
peared pleasant to our eyes; but could we have see® 
the end of it, we should no more have taken the fruit, 
than we should have rushed into the devouring flood, 
or the more devouring flame. But having seen thre 
bitter effects of vice, let us shun its paths ; for though 
we cannot escape the punishment of our former iolly, 
yet by avoiding it for the future, we may vo more fall 
into its snares. 
West-Cambridge, Jan. 24, 1824. 


Accipent.—On Tuesday last, a Mrs. Peterson, liv- 





nation. [To be continued. ] 


ing on the Point, was seve-«ly scalded, but .ot an uch 
a degree as to endanger her life.—Nermport pope” 
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‘As to the sentiments advaticed, the author makes no 


REV. MR. BALFOUR’S WORK. 


‘apology for them, nor does he claim ‘any indulgence 


ace We have the happiness to inform our readers that from his readers. He has appealed to the scriptures, 


Mr. BALrour’s Work, which has been for some time 
expected, is now published. 
ed it, but have not had time to read it. 


lowing is the Introduction : 


We have just receiy- 
The fol- 


and to this test he desires his views to be brought for 
examination. If they are found to be false, no one can 
wish more sincerely than himself to seg their falsity 
detected. If true, they are of too much importance, 
and God’s character is too much concerned, to be 


INTRODUCTION. 


treated with indifference by judicious men. 
/never threatened men with endless misery in hell, it 


If God 


Tur simple object of the author, in this Inquiry, is, places his character in a very different light from that 
toexamine the foundation on which the doctrine of in which it is generally viewed. 


endless misery is built. This doctrine rests on- the} 


The attempt has been made to conduct this investi- 


fact or the falschood that a place called hell, in a fu- gation in a cool, rational, and scriptural manner; and 
ture state, is prepared tor the punishment of the wick- to express with plainness «nd candor the sentiments 
ed. In speaking, and preaching, and writing on the advanced, for the candid consideration of others. We 


subjec 
granted as indisputable. 
ceded this to their opponents, and have contended not 


ty 


\, this is always presumed as true. It is taken for have endeavored to state what we consider the truth, 
Most Universalists have con- on this subject, and to state it in the spirit of the truth. 


Should any thing contrary to this be discerned, we 


against the existence of such a place of misery, but hope the reader will impute it to inadvertence and not 


against the endless duration of its punishment. All 
the principal writers on both sides of this question pro- | 
ceed on this ground, that there is a place of future 

punishment, and that the name ofit is hell. Winches-, 
ter, Murray, Chauncey, Huntington and others, all 
admit that hell is a place of future punishment. Ed-' 
wards, Strong, and others who opposed them, had no 

occasion to prove this, but only to show that it was to 

be endless in itsduration. This Inquiry is principally | 
jor the purpese of investigating, if what has been tak- 
en for granted by the one party, and conceded by the 
other, isa doctrine taught in scripture. If the views I 
have advanced be false, it still leaves the question be- 
tween Universalists and their opponents undisturbed.— 
Ifthey are found upon examination to be true, all dis- 
pute about endless misery in hell must of course cease, 
jor if no such place exists, why dispute about the end- | 
less duration of its punishment ? 

The author is aware, that the subject he has under- 
taken to discuss,is both solemn and important, and that 
his sentiments,are not in unison with the principles and 
prejudices of the religious community. He is deeply 
sensible that learning, and piety, and popular opinion, 
are all against him. ‘The doctrine he opposes is a fun- 
damental article of almost every religious creed, is 
taught weekly from almost every pulpit, and writings 





from the press are numerous in its support. 





There are some, we hope many, who would rejoice | 
to find it fairly and scripturally proved that hell is not 
a place of future punishment. Their benevolence of | 
Jisposition, and their inability to reconcile the doc- 
‘rine of endless punishment with the character of God, 
ind with many parts of his word, all concur in leading 
‘them to wish that clearand decided evidence of this 


have been made from different authors. 


much increased if it had been necessary. 
the truth of the views advanced, on evidence and facts 


{subject forward, 


| written. 
lother subject, may be made manifest and prevail, is 
the desire of the author, whatever may become of his 


to design. 
In the course of the work a number of quotations 
None of these 


have been taken from Universalist writers. We have 


purposely avoided this, and have availed ourselves of 
quotations from those, who, while opposed to the views 
advanced, have conceeded many things in favor of 


The testimony of an opponent is always reck- 
Such testimonies might have been 
But we rest 


them. 
oned valuable. 


which we have drawn from scripture. 
The path in which the author has trod, in this In- 


quiry, has been new to himself, aud but little frequent- 


ed by other writers, of which we have any knowledge. 
That we have not, in any instance, turned aside from 


'the path of truth, in any of our statements, we do not 


afirm. It would be surprising if we had not, consid- 
ering the disadvantageous circumstances, for accurate 
thinking and writing, in which we have brought this 
All we can say, is, that we have 
studied to be accurate in our statements, and to be 


‘ guided by the scriptures in the explanations we have 
given. 


Should any trifling inaccuracies be pointed out by 


ene who dislikes the views which | have advanced, 
my time and habits of thinking forbid my promising 
him any reply. 
‘evidence produced, shall be attended to, either by ac- 
| knowledging my error, or by defending what I have 


Any answ:#, meeting the body of the 


That the truth of God on this, and every 


sentiments. 





might appear. The following pages are an humble 
ilteaipt at showing this. 
pectsa candid and patient hearing of the evidence he 
All he wishes, is, that his arguments 
aud explanations of scripture may be impartially ex- 
amined, and his views received or rejected according- 
ly. ‘Che importance of the subject itself demands that 
itbe candidly aud impartially examined. but there 
are other considerations, which ought to excite uni- 
it. In the present day, various 
opinions are entertained as to the future punishment 


has to produce. 


versal attention to 


of the wicked, and that by men eminent for both Jearn- 
ing and piety. Some held to the doctrine of eternal 
punishment, some to its being of limited duration.— 
Others think they are tole annihilated, and some hang 


in doubt, not having any fixed belied on the subject.— 


+) 
La 


If the Bible does teach us any thing certain on this 
subject all ought to know it, and we think ia no other 
Way can this be ascertained, but by mutually commu- 
nicating our researches for candid consideration to the 
public, aad let all men, through a free press, read and 
judge for themse.ves. To deter men from investiga- 


tion, on a subject which involves their eternal condi- | 


4} 1 * . . *. 
‘100, is of all inguisitions the worst. 


From such, the author ex- 


i-s-We inform those persons, who have subscribed 
at this Office for the above Work,—that it is now rea- 


dy for delivery. 


| (47> Some weeks ago we inserted an extract from Dr. 
MauEw’s Thanksgiving Sermons, delivered in 1762, 
from Psalms cxlv. 9, ‘* The Lord is good to all, and 
his tender mercies are over all his works.” 

The following is another Extract from the same Ser- 
mons. On looking over these two Sermons, we are 
struck with astonishment and admiration, al the no- 
ble boldness of the author, considering the prejudi- 
ces of the age in which he lived. ‘That he was a 

Universalist no one can doubt, who recoilects the 

extract lately published. 


Secondly, That God is likewise good and kind to all 








the individuals of which these species consist. Every 
whole being made up of parts, and every species con- 
sisting of individuals only ; it is not very easy for com- 
mon sense to conceive how an whole, or a species can 


| be kindly provided for by the God of all, as some have 





supposed,* and yet the parts, the individuals, be dis 

regarded and neglected by him. Is God the maker 
of the species only, not of the individuals ? That were 
a very mysterious position ; a curious discovery to 
match the other ! Indeed, they must needs go togeth- 
er. For if God is supposed to be the maker of the in- 

dividuals, it follows as undeniably from hence, that he 
will take care of individuals, as it does from his creat- 
ing the species, that he will take care of the species. 
The reasoning that will hold with respect to one, will 
hold equally with respect to the other: If it fails in 
one, it will fail in the other also. And, as was hinted 
before, if individuals are neglected or overlooked, it is 
plain that the species themselves are not provided for, 
unless the species can be preserved, when all the in- 
dividuals are left to perish! A providential care of 
the species, evidently involves the like care of the in- 
dividuals thereof; atleast of some of them. And if 
God takes care of some, why not of all? Is this too 
laborious a task for Him, that is at once omnipresent, 
omniscient, aud omnipotent ? 

But how can God be said to be good to all ?——how 
could it be affirmed, that his tender mercies are over 
all his works, if there were some of his creatures, his 
works, originally unprovided for? To say that this 
means only all the species of creatures, but not the in- 
dividuals, is taking an unnatural and unwarrantable 
liberty with the holy scriptures, besidesthe absurdity 
of the very supposition itself, and the setting of bounds 
and limits to the divine goodness, Nay, would not 
this be to suppose God positively cruel to some of hiv 
creatures? ‘There isno medium betwixt his being ac- 
tually kind and merciful to all, and his being positive- 
ly cruel and unmerciful to some. For, please to cou- 
sider, that when God makes creatures capable of hap- 
piness and misery, in whatever degree ; if he does not 
also make provision for their comfortable subsistence, 
and take a kind care of them, he of consequence dooms 
them to inevitable pain and misery, even without any 
fault of theirs; since if a creature is actually made, 
and preserved in astate of sensibility, it must be either 
in a degree of pleasure or pain. If it be not the for- 
mer, it must of course be the latter. And, upon the 
present supposition, this is wholly owing to God’s not 
making that provision for the creature, which was ab- 
solutely necessary for its well-being, according to the 
nature given it by himself. Now, let some very acute 
distinguisher shew the difference betwixt this and pos- 
itive cruelty: It would be iv vain for an ordinary gen- 
ius to attempt-it. And when any one has fairly made 
out this distinction, he will probably be able to recon- 
cile such a conduct in the Creator, with the express 
doctrine of scripture, that he ‘* satesficth the desire of 
every living thing.” But, | 

It will perhaps be said, that the universal terms all, 
every, and the like, are sometimes used ina restrained, 
limited sense: And that there are plain reasons for, and 
an absolute necessity of, understanding them in this 
limited sense in many places of scripture. This ie 
granted: But then, they ought never to be thus limit- 
ed, but understood in their proper, natural and uncon- 
fined sense, unless there is positive reason, or some 
real necessity for such a limitation of them, _ Let any 
one who thinks it reasonable and necessary fo limit the 
coodness and mercy of his Creator, shew it to be actual~ 
iy so, and I will then acknowledge the reasonableness’ 
and necessity of limiting the signification of those uui- 
versal terms, in which he is declared to be good and 
merciful to all, to every living thing. Tor unless you 
can prove the former, jt is imposs.vie yeu should ever- 
be able to prove the lattér. Limiiing the sense of 
these terms in the preseut case, is plainly limiting aud 
setting bounds to that gooduess, which is declared im 
and by them te be unlinited ta its extent. Neither 
will any man, who really believes God to he good to 
ail, ever desire to find out any reason for putting a re- 
strained s*use upon the teria a/! in the text. 


ee | 





- *Lord Bolingbroke. 
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But let us, fora few minntes, take it for granted 
‘wat al!, here, does not literally mean all, or every in- 
“Nividual; bot that there are some individuals of eve- 
ry species to which God is sot good—some of his works 


over which his mercy is Nor exterded. How many 


then, of each species, shall we suppose in this situa-f 


tien——thus forgotten or neglected by him that-made 
them ? 

Let us, for example, suppose one Aalfof every spe- 
cies, thas abandoned by the ** God and Father of all.” 
i ask, then, whether all these individuals, to which 
God is not good and merciful, must not inevitably be 
wretched ; each of them being left destitute of a prop- 
ersupply to ‘ts natural wants? No one can doubt of 
this. All, for whose well-being God makes no provis- 
ion, must, of course, be miserable : For who besides 
Him can provide for them? Iask, in the next place, 
whether this supposition is consistent with the spirit 
and manifest design of the text, even though the term 
all, twice used therein, did not literally intend every 
individual ? I ask, inthe next place, whether the sup- 
position, that one half of every species are thus aban- 
doned to tinavoidable misery by their Creator, is con- 


** One God and Father of all!” 
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sandth part of all, of every species, in all worlds ;— 
probably enough to people thousands of such worlds as 
this !—How can that be; and yet God be an exceed- 
ing good, kind and merciful being? [am persuaded 
that, upon reflection, you will not stand to this. 
Suppose then, but ten individuals, or five, nay, two 
only of every species, nay, but one; yet these must 
amount toa vast number, Jor the number of the spe- 
cies even in this little globe, is great ; how prodigious 


tively? And will not one individual of each of them, 
|amount in the whole to too great a number to be thus 
doomed to unavoidable misery, by Him who gave them 


being? Is even this consistent with his acknowledged 
? 


= 


er to lessen the number still, than to defend this sup- 
position. 

Well then, suppose but a single individual of one 
species—Only let that be a reasonable creature, capa- 
ble by nature of knowing and enjoying God eternally, 
whom he never displeased by any act of his !—No— 


then, must it probably be in all worlds taken collec- | 


general character as a good and merciful Being? If 
you think soberly and impartially, you will chuse rath- | 


| tion which they can give us of him, of the events of his 


‘life, of his religious labors and successes, Whatever 
‘be the information ofthis kind, which our friends 

_ sess or will procure for us, it would be most gratefully 
| received by, 

The Editors of the Magazine, 
Se EE EE, 


Selected from the Spectator. 
THE EIGHTH CHAPTER OF PROVERBS. 
| IN A POETICAL DRESS. 


|‘ My son, th’ instruction that my words impart. 
Grave on the living tablet of thy heart; 

And all the wholesome precepts that 1 give, 
Observe with strictest reverence, and live. 








; 


| ‘Let all thy homage be to Wisdom paid, 
| Seek her protection, and implore her aid ; 


| That she may keep thy sou! from harm secure, 


{ 


| And turn thy footsteps from the harlot’s door, 


| re with curs’d charms allures the unwary in, 


And sooths with flattery their souls to sin. 








‘It shall be but an irrational creature, and that of the 
sistent with his acknowledged general character, as a' 
good and merciful being ? Is not this supposition high- | 
ly, and very obviously repugnant to that character ; | 
and therefore, to the honor of God? It may again be | 
demanded, whether they who think this to be the 
truth (if any such there are) do not, in effect, unite in| 
their imaginations the two independent and opposite 
principles of the Manichwans, the one good, the other | 
evil, into one self-contradictory being, whom they | 
call, and whom they worship under the name of the | 
Let me ask once} 


| Once from my window as I agast mine eye 


} 5 . . “4 
very lowest, the most inferior species, that is thus } On those that pass’d in giddy numbers by, 


doomed to all the pain which it is in its nature capable | A youth among the foolish youths i spy'd, 

of enduring.—-And can you seriously think that the | Who took not sacred Wisdom for his guide. 
Creator and * Father of all, has pitched upon this} ‘‘ Just as the sun withdrew his cooler light, 
poor mite, to make the existence which himself gave, | And evening soft led on the shades of night, 
wretched! Why? sin it could not: And is it agreea- He stole in covert twilight to his fate, 

ble to wisdom, goodness and mercy, to make an 7nno- | And pass’d the corner near the harlot’s gate ! 
cent creature miserable through the whole term of its When lo, a woman comes! 
existence, whether longer or shorter ?—If you are re- Loose her attire, and such her glaring dress, 
solved to defend even this lowest of all suppositions | As aptly did the harlot’s miud express: 
which the nature of the question admits, you should, I ‘Subtle she is, and practis’d in the arts 





more, whether this supposition of one half of every | think, paraphrase the text thus—‘* I'he Lord is good: By which the wantou conquer heedless hearts - 


species thus abandoned, be not a very moderate and | 
modest supposition, according to the representations | 
which some persons have given of God’s conduct to- 
wards one of the most considerable species that we have | 
any particular knowledge of? 

But you will allow, perhaps, that the supposition of 
one half, is too large ; that it is not agreeable to the 
text, to reason, or to the general idea of God as a good, | 
kind and merciful being—“* Half is, indeed, too many, 
and shocks the mind at once !"—I understand you) 
well. Instead of saying one half then, we will say on- } 
ly, one quarter. Will this supposition stand the test? 
What! One quarter part of every species, both of 
sensitive and rational creatures, abandoned thus to in- 
evitable misery by their Creator; and yet this same 
Creator declared in his own holy word, to’be good to 
all!—A quarter of all God’s creatures of every kind 
and order, are a great many, surely, to be thus cast off 
and forsaken by Him, whose tender mercies are said 
to be over all his works !—If you consider, and recol- 
lect yourselves, I believe you will think the number 
still somewhat too large—What! a quarter part of the 
whole! But if you will not yet give this up, let me 
vary the language of the text a little, and paraphrase 
it so as precisely to express your sense of it, thus— 
‘** The Lord is good to three quarters of his creatures, 
and his tender mercies are over three quarters of all his 
works: But to the other quarter he is not good, kind or 
merciful; but leaves them to unavoidable misery and 
destruction.”’—Will you allow this to be a natural pa- 
raphrase, or to give the genuine sense of the text ?— 
‘No: it sounds harshly; *“‘and seems too much to 
limit the divine goodness.” 

Well then, let us suppose only a tenth, twentieth, 
fiftieth, hundredth, or, to cut the matter still shorter, 
only one thousandth part of the whole rational and sen- 
sitive creation, doomed to inevitable misery in the 
mhanner before expressed—Will you abide by this ?— 
Will you abate nothing of it ?—When you consider the 
innumerable millions of creatures, many of them ra- 
tional ones, that must, even on this supposition, be 
wretched, does it sit easy upon your minds ?—Is not 





to all buf one, and his tender mercies are over al! his; Stubborn and loud she is; she hates her home, 
works, excepting a single insignificant creature, which | Varying her place and form, she loves to roam 
either escapes his notice, or at which he is angry. and | Now she’s within, now in the street does stray, 
so makes it miserable, though it neither has, nor is ca-| Now at each corner stands, and waits her prey. 
pable of offending Him.” How do you like this para- The youth she seiz’d; and, laying now aside 
phrase? You must needs adopt one to this purpose, if{ All modesty, the female’s justest pride, 
you oppose what I am endeavoring to establish ;—the i She said with an embrace, ‘ Here at my house 
universal goodness and mercy of God, in the highest | Peace offerings are, this day I paid my vows. 
and most literal sense of the terms “all,” and “‘ every I therefore came abroad to meet my dear, 
living thing,” used in scripture with express reference | And lo, in happy hour, J find thee here. 
to the extent of his goodness. My chamber [’ve adorn’d, and o’er my bed 
Our Lord Jesus Chrisg speaking of those sparrows, | Ate cov’rings of the richest tapestry spread, 
** five of which were sold for two farthings,” says With linen it is deck’d from Egypt brought, 
that * not one of them is forgotten before God,” Luke | And carvings by the curious artist wrought : 
xii. 6. This may doubtles: be said with equal truth, It wants no glad perfume Arabia yields 
even of creatures inferior to sparrows. And one need | !” ll her citron groves, and spicy fields ; 
not scruple to say, that the supposition of any of them | Here all her store of richest odours meets, 
being forgotten, forsaken and abandoned by him, in|} !"ll lay thee ina wilderness of sweets. 
the sense so often mentioned, is dishonorable to God ; | Whatever to the sense can grateful be, 
an unworthy imputation upon his wisdom, goodness, |! have collected there I want but thee. 
mercy, and his providential care respecting a creature My husband's goue a journey far away, 
which he thought proper to call into existence. So} Much gold he took abroad, and long will stay, 
that though some things and creatures, of which I | [ie nauid for his return a distant day. ’- 
have been speaking, are in one view, indeed, very in- 
considerable ; yet the end pursued all along is ef the 
last importance. But if it would be dishonorable to 
God, to charge h‘s: with treating only one of the most 
inferior of his creatures in such a manner, what shall 
we think of that doctrine, which represents him as 
treating millions of millions of his rational creatures af- 
ter the same manner !—or rather, after a manner al- 
most infinitely harder to be reconciled with wisdom, 
goodness and mercy !—I will not say, what ought to 
be thought of it; but leave it to your calm and se- 
rious reflections. 








** Upon her tongue did such smooth mischief dwell, 
And from her lips such welcome flatt’ry fell, 
Th’ unguarded youth, in silken fetters ty’d, 
Resign’d his reason, and with ease comply’d. 
Thus docs the ox to his own slaughter go, 
And thus is senseless of th’ impending blow. 
Thus flies the simple bird into the snare, 
‘hat skilful fowlers for his life prepare. 
But let my sons attend. Attend may they 
Whom youthful vigor may to sin betray ; 
Let them false charmers fly, and guard their hearts 
Against the wily wanton’s pleasing arts ; 
With care direct their steps, nor turn astray 
To tread the paths of her deceitful way ; 


Lest they too late of her fell power complain, 
(cr ReacgEst.—A i : y P . 
s we are desirous of making out And fall, where many mightier have been slain.” T- 


a Biographical Sketch of our late revered & estecwed —— 
Brother, the Rev, ELHANAN WINCHESTER, we earn- 


estly solicit from our friends, particularly from those in 
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the number, in the whole, two large still?—A thou- 








hand Universalist Hymn Books, formerly used in Rev 
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